
  

 

REGULATIONS 

Background 

BPCOntest is a contest dedicated to innovation in the treatment and management of Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD). Created to promote advanced and sustainable solutions, the contest aims to 
incentivize research into new technologies, therapeutic approaches and initiatives that can improve the 
quality of life of patients with this disease. 

The initiative is realized thanks to the unconditional contribution of Sanofi S.r.l. 

Art. 1 - Promoter 

Indicon S.r.l. Benefit Society (hereinafter “Indicon”) is the promoting entity of the “BPCOntest” initiative. 

Art. 2 - Exclusion from the discipline of DPR 430/01. 

In accordance with Article 6 of Presidential Decree 430/01 “Regulations concerning the organic revision of 
the discipline of contests and prize operations, as well as local lottery events pursuant to Article 19, paragraph 
4, of Law December 27, 1997, No. 449” this initiative is not considered a contest and/or prize operation since 
the purpose of the initiative is the conception and study of projects of a scientific nature and the awarding 
of the prize represents the recognition of merit or in any case a title of encouragement in the interest of the 
community. 

Art. 3 - Recipients of the initiative. 

The initiative is aimed at start-ups, innovative small-medium enterprises (SMEs), Universities, Research 
Centers and Scientific Hospitalization and Treatment Institutes - IRCCS, based in the Italian and European 
territory and established prior to the publication of these regulations (hereinafter, the “Entities”). 

The following are excluded from participation in this initiative: natural persons, as well as Entities or other 
legal entities of which the members of the Selection Committee as indicated in Article 6 of these regulations 
are members. 

Article 4 - Eligible Projects. 

Three projects will be awarded under the initiative, each being part of one of the following three categories: 

1. COPD TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION: award intended exclusively for innovative start-ups and small-
medium enterprises (SMEs) operating in the field of COPD, which propose innovative solutions in the 
technological and therapeutic fields. 

2. COPD CLINICAL RESEARCH: award intended exclusively for Universities, Research Centers and 
Scientific Hospitalization and Treatment Institutes - IRCCS for research projects on new therapeutic 
approaches for COPD. 

3. COPD ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT: award intended exclusively for Universities, Research 
Centers and Hospitalization and Treatment Institutes of Scientific Character - IRCCS for projects aimed at 
redesigning organizational models of care, with the goal of improving the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the care pathway. 

Projects that do not comply with the terms and conditions of these regulations will not be eligible to 
participate in the initiative. 

Art. 5 - Value of the prize 



  

The value of the prize disbursed amounts to €10,000.00 (ten thousand/00) for the project receiving the 
highest evaluations in the COPD TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION category. 

The value of the prize disbursed amounts to 10,000.00 € (ten thousand/00) for the project receiving the 
highest ratings in the category COPD CLINICAL RESEARCH. 

The value of the prize disbursed amounts to 10,000.00 € (ten thousand/00) for the project that will receive 
the highest ratings in the category COPD ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT. 

The disbursement of the economic contribution by Indicon disregards any evaluation of a commercial nature 
and is not made for the purpose of inducing or facilitating the prescription, use or purchase of specific 
products and/or medicinal specialties, nor for the purpose of promoting awareness of them. 

 

Art. 6 - Modalities of participation and registration 

Participation in the initiative is free of charge and implies full acceptance and compliance with these 
regulations. 

In order for the candidate projects to be evaluated for the purpose of awarding the prizes referred to in 
Section 5 above, at least three projects in each category must be received by the dates indicated. 

Participation in the initiative must take place exclusively through the completion of the online application 
form, accessible at the website https://www.innlifes.com/startup_area/?mtdgt=bpcocontest. 

The form will be available starting at 10 a.m. on November 20, 2024 and must be completed and submitted 
by pressing the “CONFIRM ENROLLMENT” button no later than 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2025. 

Entry forms received after the deadline and/or by different methods than those indicated and/or not 
accompanied by all the information and documentation required will not be considered. 

Indicon assumes no responsibility for delays or non-receipt due to telematic mishaps or other causes beyond 
its control. 

The online entry form must contain, under penalty of exclusion of the project itself from the initiative, the 
following information and adhere to the maximum number of words where indicated: 

1. Basic information about the project. 

• Title of the project; 

• Reference category (Technology Innovation/Clinical Research/Organizational Management). 

• Background, rationale with reference to the epidemiology and unmet medical need of COPD (max 
800 words); 

• Objectives and feasibility of the project (max 500 words); 

• Project description and added value of the project (max 1000 words). 

• Preliminary/expected results (max 800 words). 

• List of supporting materials attached to the entry related to the project (possibility to attach Pitch 
Deck or project presentation in PDF format). 

In addition, the entry form should contain the following information related to the project: 

for projects participating in the COPD TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION category. 

• Description of the originality, innovativeness of the project and technologies used: description of the 
innovative technological approach introduced with the project, which is scalable and applicable to a 
large number of COPD patients. (max 800 words) 

https://www.innlifes.com/startup_area/?mtdgt=bpcocontest


  

• Description of the level of Patient Engagement: description of the degree to which patients are 
actively involved in their own care journey through the use of technologies that facilitate interaction, 
adherence to therapy, and access to information about their condition. (max 800 words) 

For projects participating in the category COPD CLINICAL RESEARCH. 

• Clinical Relevance with QoL indicators included: description of the clinical impact of the project that 
must be significant, improving both therapeutic outcomes and quality of life (QoL) of patients with 
COPD. (max 800 words) 

• COPD Biomarkers: Description of the use of biomarkers to monitor disease progression, diagnose 
COPD early, and tailor therapies to patients' biological profiles. (max 800 words) 

For projects participating in the COPD ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT category . 

• Description of the level of multidisciplinary collaboration and integration: description of how the 
solution fosters collaboration among various actors in the health care system and integrates new 
digital technologies or management tools to improve the effectiveness of the entire care process. 
(max 800 words) 

• Description of the level of accessibility and continuity of care: description of how the solution to 
make the care pathway more accessible and fluid for patients, ensuring continuity of care that 
minimizes fragmentation in treatment and allows constant and integrated monitoring of the disease. 
(max 800 words) 

2. Information related to the Entity. 

• Type of Entity (legal entity); 

• Name of the Entity. 

• Entity's contact person (legal representative of the Entity or person with the necessary powers, in 
the latter case, attach the relevant special power of attorney to the application form). 

• List of supporting material attached to the entry related to the Entity (mandatory for candidates 
belonging to private Entities: copy of the articles of incorporation and bylaws in PDF format). 

3. Information related to the Project Manager. 

•  First name, last name, social security number, role, telephone number, e-mail address, address, 
place and date of birth. 

4. Institution's statement of: 

• Acceptance of the rules and conditions set forth in the regulations for participation in the initiative; 

• Acknowledgement, by the individuals afferent to the Entity and involved in the project, of the 
information on the processing of personal data; 

• Absence of conflicts of interest of the Entity with the members of the jury or explication of particular 
relationships with the judges 

• Compliance of the submitted project(s) with current and applicable regulations in this area. 

5. Declarations, guarantees and authorizations of the Entity referred to in Article 11 of these regulations. 

Completion of documents in the Italian language is preferred. However, projects submitted in English will be 
accepted. 

Art. 7 - The Project Selection Committee. 

The Project Judging Committee (hereinafter the “Committee”), identified by Indicon, will be composed of: 

• Simona Barbaglia, President of Associazione Respiriamo insieme APS 



  

• Francesco Cerruti, General Manager Italian Tech Alliance. 

• Giuseppe Cirino, Past President SIF - Italian Society of Pharmacology 

• Giorgio Ciron, General Manager InnovUpSalvatore D'Antonio, President COPD Patients Association 

• Francesco Dentali, President FADOI - Federation of Associations of Hospital Managers Internists 

• Fabiano Di Marco,  President SIP/IRS Italian Society of Pneumology 

• Claudio Micheletto, President AIPO - Italian Association of Hospital Pneumologists 

• Mario Picozza, FederASMA and ALLERGIE Italian Federation of ODV Patients President. 

• SIFO - Italian Society of Hospital Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Services* representative 

*Invited to participate 

 

In case of withdrawal or other impediment, the promoting entity reserves the right to replace the members 
of the Commission until the winner is announced. 

Judges should make explicit possible conflicts of interest with the projects submitted to the competition and 
will refrain from evaluating them. 

The judgment of the jury is unquestionable, and therefore no appeals, complaints, requests for 
reconsideration, or other forms of appeal will be considered. 

Article 8 - Project evaluation criteria and scoring methods. 

The Commission, having assessed the correspondence of the project to the requirements set forth in these 
regulations with reference to the category selected during the application phase and verified the eligibility 
of the Entity to participate in the initiative on the basis of the provisions of these regulations, will proceed to 
the evaluation of the following general aspects, assigning a score for each of them: 

• Project and consistency with the selected category;  

• Objectives, feasibility and preliminary/expected results;  

• Value proposition: the unique value or benefits that the project offers to patients, health care 
providers, or other stakeholders in the COPD context by specifically addressing identified needs. 

•  In addition, depending on the category for which the project is submitted, the Commission will 
evaluate the following specific aspects, assigning a score for each: 

1. for projects participating in the COPD TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION category : 

• Originality, innovativeness and technologies used;  

• Level of Patient Engagement. 

2. for projects participating in the CLINICAL COPD RESEARCH category : 

• Clinical relevance (including QoL);  

• COPD Biomarkers. 

3. for projects participating in the category COPD ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT: 

Multidisciplinarity and integration;  

Level of accessibility and continuity of care. 

The score that the Commission will give to each project to evaluate the above points will be as follows: 

 1 - 2 = insufficient 

3 - 5 = sufficient 



  

6 - 8 = good 

9 - 10 = excellent 

By May 30, 2025, the projects will be ranked in descending order. 

For each category, the award will be given to the project with the highest score. If an identified grantee 
withdraws, the award will be given to the highest ranked project within the same category. 

The ranking list is not expected to be published, but will be allowed to be viewed at the request of the 
individual participating Entity. 

Art. 9 - Selection and winners 

By June 10, 2025, the top three ranked Entities in each category will be notified by Indicon, via e-mail to the 
e-mail address provided in the entry form, to participate in the final awards event. 

The winning project for each category will be announced during the final awards event, organized by the 
promoting entity, to be held by July 30, 2025. The location of the event will be communicated to the 
participating entities via email, to the email address provided in the entry form. 

To be eligible to receive the prize, each winning Entity will need to: 

- verify that the data entered in the Entity's registration form (name, registered office, telephone number 
and e-mail address) are complete, current, correct and true; 

- respond within 7 days of receiving notice of the award of the prize, confirming the correctness of its data 
or communicating, if necessary, its updated data. 

The winning project for each category will subsequently be published on the 
website(https://www.innlifes.com/bpcontest-2024/), together with the reasons for which each project was 
awarded by the Commission. 

Art. 10 - Prize Disbursement. 

The prizes will be disbursed to the Entities that submitted the winning projects within 60 days of receiving 
the Entity's response, based on the modalities agreed upon with the Entity, in compliance with current 
regulations. 

The award must be used by the Entity exclusively for the support and implementation of the winning project. 

Within 6 months of disbursement, award recipients are required to send documentation showing the actual 
use of the grant received for project support to the e-mail address info@indicon.tech. 

An additional update report must be shared 12 months after the start of activities. 

In case of failure to report and/or in case of failure to conclude the project by the deadline indicated in the 
application form, the Entity shall return in full the award received. 

Art. 11 - Use of works and copyright. 

Each Participating Entity warrants that the project(s) submitted do not and will not infringe or violate any 
industrial or intellectual property right of any third party, either nationally or internationally, nor any patent, 
trademark, copyright or other obligation (including, without limitation, rights relating to privacy or publicity) 
assumed towards third parties. 

https://www.innlifes.com/bpcontest-2024/


  

Each Participating Entity is responsible for and agrees to indemnify and hold Indicon harmless from any and 
all claims, losses, damages or expenses (including attorneys' fees) relating to alleged or actual violations of 
such rights by third parties. 

Article 12 - Privacy. 

Pursuant to Art. 13 of the European Data Protection Regulation No. 2016/679 (GDPR), we inform you that 
the materials provided in the different formats (paper or electronic), will be stored at Indicon Srl and will be 
used in function and for the purposes envisaged by this initiative, in accordance with what is described in 
detail in the privacy policy available at the link https://www.innlifes.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/11/Informativa-Privacy-BPCOntest.pdf. 

Participating Entities declare that all individuals related to them and involved in the project, have read and 
understood the information on the processing of personal data available at the link 
https://www.innlifes.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Informativa-Privacy-BPCOntest.pdf. 

It will be possible to exercise the rights provided for in Articles 15 to 22 of the GDPR by sending an email to 
privacy@indicon-innovation.tech. 
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